THE TRANSMISSION OF 
NASATS ‘SUNAN’ 

By James Robson, Manchester 

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Ahmad b. Shu'aib b. ‘All b. Sinan b. Bahr 
b. Dinar al-Nasa’i was born in Nasa in Khurasan, in 215. 1 At the 
age of fifteen he travelled to visit Qutaiba b. Sa‘Id (d. 240), a 
famous traditionist in Khurasan, and studied with him for 
fourteen months. 2 He heard traditions from a number of men in 
Khurasan. Jazlra, Syria, Egypt, and the Hijaz, and settled in 
Cairo, living in Zuqaq al-qanadil 3 . He acquired a great reputation 
for his knowledge of fiqh, of sound and weak traditions, and of 
the men whose names appear in isnads. Hakim (321-405) says he 
heard Abu ‘All the hafii (277-349) more than once mention four 
imams of the Muslims whom he had seen, and that he always 
mentioned Nasa’I first. 4 He also quotes ‘All b. ‘Umar al- 
Daraqutnl (306-85) to the effect that Nasa’I was the leader of his 
contemporaries who had a reputation as traditionists. 5 The only 
details of his private life which seem to be preserved are that he 
was of a fresh complexion, had a pleasant face, wore Nubian 
mantles, had four wives and some concubines, and was greatly 
given to his devotions, praying at night and fasting every second 
day. 6 Reference is made to an occasion when Nasa’i went on an 
expedition with the Amir of Egypt to ransom prisoners. Hakim 
says it was to Tarsus, and he tells how the shaikhs elected Nasa’I 
as their head. 7 Elsewhere he is said to have had great knowledge 
of traditions on the ransoming of prisoners, and to have kept 
aloof from parties held by the Amir during the expedition. 8 
Nasa’I died in 303 as a result of rough treatment in Damascus. 
H akim , who says that he was martyred, quotes a statement that 
he left Egypt for Damascus towards the end of his life. Ibn 

1 DhahabI, Tadbkirat al-huffa^ n, 241. Ibn Ha jar, Tabdinb al-tabdinb, 1, 38, 
says Nasa’I calculated he was born in 215; Yaqut, Geogr. Worterb. iv, 777, 
says 205. 

2 DhahabI. loc. cit.; Subkl, Tabaqat al-Sbaffiya al-kubra y n, 84. Ibn Hajar, 
loc. cit. says it was in 235. 

3 Subkl, loc. cit.; Ibn al-‘Imad, Shadbardt al-dbabab , n, 239 f. 

4 Hakim, Marifat *ulum al-baditb , p. 82. 5 Tahdjnb, loc. cit.; Subkl, loc. cit. 

6 DhahabI. Subkl, Ibn al-‘imad, loc. cit. 

1 Ma'rifat, p. 82. 8 DhahabI. Tadb , 11, 243. 
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Khallikan and DhahabI are more precise, saying he left Cairo in 
Dhul Qa‘da, 302. In Damascus Nasa'I was questioned about 
Mu‘awiya b. Abu Sufyan’s virtues, and when he refused to agree 
that Mu‘awiya was superior to ‘All, he was kicked on the 
testicles and put out of the mosque. He was then carried to 
Ramla. There is a difference of opinion about the place and the 
exact date of his death. Some say he died in Ramla and others 
that he died in Mecca. Hakim says he died in Ramla and was 
taken for burial to Mecca. All are agreed that he died in 303, the 
most precise date given being Monday, 13 th Safar. 1 

Nasa'I compiled a large work on Tradition, called Al-sunan 
al-kubrd. A prince asked him whether all the traditions were 
sound, and when he replied that they were not, asked him to 
write the ones which were. He therefore produced the work 
called Al-sunan al-sughra, or Al-mujtaha , 2 which is the work 
recognized as one of the six books of Tradition revered by 
Sunnis. 3 Some high opinions have been expressed about this 
work. Hakim speaks very highly of it, but rather weakens his 
statement by saying that the book was not current in his neigh¬ 
bourhood.* Daraqutal is quoted as saying that Abu Bakr Ibn 
al-Haddad (264-345) transmitted traditions from no one but 
Nasal, considering his authority supreme. 3 Sa‘d b. ‘All al- 
Zanjani (381-471) said that Nasa'i's conditions regarding the 
men in the isndds were stricter than Bukhari's and Muslim's. 6 
Subki says that he asked DhahabI whether Nasa'I or Muslim was 
the greater haft £, and he replied that Nasa'I was. 7 Ibn al-Salah 
says that Abu Bakr al-Khatlb used the title Sahib for the books of 
Tirmidhl and Nasal. 8 The Sunan seems to have received general 
acceptance fairly early. By the time of Ibn al-Salah (d. 643) it 
was considered among the five books which were accepted, the 
others being the works of Bukhari, Muslim, Abu Dawud and 
Tirmidhl. and it is significant that Ibn al-Salah mentions Nasa'I 
before Tirmidhl.^ Although Nasa'I was the youngest of the men 
whose books now form the six accepted books, his was the 
fourth to receive favour. 

1 Hakim, he. at.; Sam'anI, Ansab, fo. 5 59a; Yaqut, he. at.; Ibn Khallikan 
(De Slane), 1, 58 £.; DhahabI. Tadb. n, 243; Yafi% Mir’dt al-jandn , n, 240 £; 
Subki, Tab. n, 84; Ibn Hajar, Tabdbdb , 1, 39; SuyutI, Hum al-mubadara, 1,198; 
Ibn al-*Imad, Sbadhardt , 11, 240. 

1 Ibn Khair. Fibrisa , 116 f. 3 Ibn al-‘Imad, Sbadhardt. n, 240. 

♦ Ma'rifaty p. 83. 3 DhahabI. Tadb. n, 243. 

6 Tadb., n, 242; Subki, Tab. n, 84. 7 Ibid. 

8 *Ulum al-hadith, p. 46. 9 Op. at. p. 41. 
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Nasa’1 wrote some other works to which reference may be 
found in Brockelmann, G.A.L ., i, 163 and S. 1, 269 f. Here we 
are concerned only with his Sunan. NasaT, like others, had a 
number of men who transmitted his work from him. Of these 
Dhahabi mentions Abu Bishr al-Daulabl (d. 320), Abu ‘All al- 
Husain b. Muhammad al-Naisaburl, Hamza al-Kinanl (275-357), 
al-Hasan b. al-Khidr al-Suyut! (d. 361), Abu Bakr Ibn al-Sunni 
(c. 280-364), Abul Qasim al-Tabaranl (260-360), Muhammad b. 
Mu‘awiya Ibn al-Ahmar al-AndalusI (d. 3 5 8), al-Hasan b. Rashlq 
(283-370), Muhammad b. ‘Abdallah Ibn Hayawlya (273-306). 1 
Of these Ibn Ha jar omits DaulabI, Naisaburi and Tabaranl, and 
to them he adds Nasal’s son ‘Abd al-Karim (277-344), Muham¬ 
mad b. Qasim al-AndalusI (263-327), ‘All b. Abu Ja‘far al- 
Tahawl (d. 361) and Abu Bakr Ahmad b. Muhammad Ibn al- 
Muhandis (d. 385). Of his list Ibn Hajar said, "These trans¬ 
mitted Kitab al-sunan ?' 2 Yaqut, a century earlier than Dhahabi. 
gives an almost completely different list of names, DaulabI being 
die only one of those mentioned above whom he includes. 3 As 
there is no record of transmission being handed down through the 
men he mentions, it is sufficient here to draw attention to his list. 

Although Ibn Hajar says that all the men in his list transmitted 
the Sunan, he himself, as will be seen later, does not claim to have 
received transmission of the work through more than four of 
them. Indeed, records do not seem to have been preserved of the 
transmission from half of the men who have been mentioned. 
Another matter to be noted is that when records are kept of the 
transmission, care is not always taken to make it clear whether 
the work in question is Al-sunan al-kubra, or Al-sunan al-sughra. 
This causes a certain amount of indefiniteness in the account of 
the transmission. All one can do is to give an account of the 
various lines of transmission, noting the work concerned when 
it is mentioned. 


IBN AL-AHMAR’S TEXT 

Abu Bakr Muhammad b. Mu‘awiya, known as Ibn al-Ahmar,* 
belonged to Cordova. He set out on his travels to the East in 
295. He went as a merchant to India, but lost property worth 
30,000 dinars through shipwreck. He returned to Spain in 325 
and died in 358 at an advanced age. He met NasaT in Egypt in 

1 Tadb. n, 241. * Tabdbtb, 1, 37. 3 Gcogr. Worterb. nr, 777. 

« DabbI, Bugbyat al-multamts , no. 271; Ibn al-Faradl, Ta’rikb 'ulama al - 
Andalus , no. 1287; Ibn al-Tmad, Sbadharat , m, 27. 
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300, and is reported to have been the first to bring his collection 
of traditions to Spain and make it generally known. Ibn al-‘Imad 
specifies that the work he received was Al-sunan al-kabir [sic\. 

Abu Bakr b. Khair 1 (502-75) got this text by three different 
chains of transmission. He invariably uses haddathani biha in 
quoting his immediate authority, so his method of receiving in¬ 
formation will be mentioned only if he uses some other form of 
words. He got it from Abul Hasan Yunus b. Muhammad b. 
Mu ghi th 2 (447-532), reading it over to him in his house. Yunus 
got it, using haddathani biha, from his grandfather, Abul Hasan 
Mu ghi th b. Muhammad b. Yunus 3 (392-469), Abu ‘Abdallah 
Muhammad b. Faraj 4 (404-97) to whom he read it over, Abu 
Marwan ‘Abd al-Malik b. Sarraj 5 (400-89), and Abu ‘Abdallah 
Ziyad b. ‘Abdallah al-Ansarl 6 (347-430) the khatib in the great 
mosque in Cordova. These four got it, using haddathana , from 
Abul Walld Yunus b. ‘Abdallah b. Mughith? (338-429), who got 
it from Ibn al-Ahmar, using akhbarana bihi y who got it from 
Nasa’I, using akhbarana. 

Ibn Khair got the Sunan also from Abul Hasan Shuraih b. 
Muhammad b. Shuraih 8 (451-539), hearing it from him in his 
house. Shuraih got it from Abu Muhammad ‘Abdallah b. Isma‘U 
b. Muhammad b. Khazraj 0 (407-78), hearing it from him. 
‘Abdallah got it from his father, Isma‘Il b. Muhammad 10 (377- 
421). Both Shuraih and ‘Abdallah use haddathanibihd. Isma‘Il got 
it from Abu ‘Uthman Sa‘Id b. Muhammad al-Qallas 11 (d. 365), 
using akhbarani bihi y from Ibn al-Ahmar, using akhbarana, from 
Nasa’I, using ‘an. Abu Muhammad ‘Abdallah, using haddathani 
biha y says that he heard it also from the jaqih Abu Bakr Muham¬ 
mad b. Marwan b. Zahr al-Iyadl 12 (336-422), from Ibn al-Ahmar, 
using akhbarana biha y from Nasa’I, using ‘an. Abu Muhammad 
thus shortens his chain by one link. 

1 DhahabL Tadb. iv, 250 ff.; Dabbi, Bugbyat, no. 112; Ibn al-Jazarl, 
Gbayat al-nibdya, no. 2998. The transmissions from Ibn al-Ahmar are given in 
Fibrisa, pp. 110 f. 

2 Ibn Bashkuwal, Sila, no. 1403; Dabbl, Bugbyat, no. 1500; Ibn al-Abbar, 

Msfjam , no. 313. 3 Ibn Bashkuwal, Sila, no. 1271. 

4 Geogr. WSrterb. 1, 663, where Farrukh is given by mistake for Faraj, 
Sila , no. 1123; see Bugbyat , no. 256. 

s Sila, no. 771; Ibn Farhun, Al-dibaj al-mudhabbab, p. 157. 

6 Sila, no. 425. 7 Sila, no. 1397; Dtbdj, pp. 360 f. 

8 Sila, no. 531; Shadharat. rv, 122. 9 Sila , no. 621. 

10 Sila , no. 233. 11 Farad!, no. 506. 

12 Bugbyat , no. 280; Farad!, no. 1696. 
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The third chain comes through Abu Muhammad Ibn ‘Attab 1 
(43 3-5 20) from whom Ibn Khair received ija^a. Ibn ‘Attab heard 
it from his father, Muhammad b. ‘Attab 2 (383-462), who got it 
from Abu Muhammad ‘Abdallah b. Rabl‘ b. Bannush^ (330-415) 
by reading it over to him. Ibn ‘Attab and his father both use ‘an, 
but they specify how they received the transmission, the one by 
hearing and the other by reading it over. Abu Muhammad, 
using akhbarana , says that in 350 he read it over to Ibn al-Ahmar, 
who got it from Nasa’I in Fustat in 297, using ‘an. This chain is 
of interest for the dates attached, but if it is correct, Dabbi’s in¬ 
formation quoted above that Ibn al-Ahmar met Nasa’i in 300 
cannot be right, unless he met him on more than one occasion. 

Ibn Hajar al-‘AsqalanI 4 (773-852) has two chains leading back 
through Ibn al-Ahmar, by which he states that he received Ah 
stman al-kubra . He read the work to his shaikh Abul Tahir 
Muhammad b. Abul Yaman al-Rab‘i, who received a written 
copy with ija^a from Abu ‘Amr ‘Uthman b. Abu ‘Amr Muham¬ 
mad b. ‘Uthman b. al-Murabit* (630-713). From here on 
akhbarana is used throughout. Abu ‘Amr got it from Abu Ja‘far 
Ahmad b. Ibrahim b. al-Zubair al-‘Asimi 6 (628-708), from Abul 
Hasan ‘All b. Muhammad al-Sinadl (?), from Abu Muhammad 
‘Abdallah b. Muhammad b. ‘AH al-Hajri? (505-91), from Abu 
Ja‘far Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Bitrauji 8 (d. 542), from 
Muhammad b. Faraj maula of Ibn al-Tala‘, from Yunus b. 
‘Abdallah from Ibn al-Ahmar from Nasa’i. This chain, from 
Muhammad b. Faraj, agrees with the first given by Ibn Khair. 

The other chain comes from the same shaikh , who got the work 
from Zainab bint Kamal al-Dln Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Rahim 9 (643- 
739), from Abul Qasim ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Makki 10 (570-651), 

1 Sila y no. 744; Bughyat , no. 986; Dibaj y p. 150. 

2 Sild y no. 1077; Bughyat, no. 241; Dtbdj, pp. 274 f. 3 Sila, no. 576. 

4 For references see Brockelmann, C.A.L . S. n, 72 ff. Ibn Hajar’s trans¬ 
mission from NasaT is given in a MS. entitled Kitdb fibrisa mannydt shaikhind 
shaikh al-isldm wal buffd,% Sbihdb al-Dtn abil FadI Ahmad b. Alt al-Asqaldnt 
al-Shdfi*i al-sbabtr bi-lbn Hajar , of which I have used a photostat copy. See 
Ahlwardt’s Catalogue of the Berlin MSS., no. 10213 (Mf. 1288). I am 
indebted to Professor J. W. Fuck for drawing my attention to this MS. The 
transmission through Ibn al-Ahmar is on fo. 8 a. 

5 Ibn Hajar, Al-durar al-kdmina y iv, no. 310. 6 Sbadharat , vi, 16. 

7 The MS. has ‘Ubaidallah, but ‘Abdallah is the correct name. See 
DhahabI, Tadh. iv, 158 ff.; Ibn al-Abbar, Takmila , no. 1416; Tinbuktl, Nail 
al-ibtihaj (in margin of Dtbdj ), pp. 13 5 f. 

8 Geoff'. Wdrterb. 1, 663; Dhahabi. Tadh. rv, 85 f. 

’ Sbadharat , vi, 126. 10 SuyutI, Husn, 1, 214; Sbadharat , v, 253 f. 
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grandson of SilafI, from Abul Qasim Khalaf b. ‘Abd al-Malik b. 
Bashkuwal 1 (494-578), from Abu Muhammad Ibn ‘Attab, and 
then to Nasa’I by the same chain as that given already by Ibn 
Khair. He uses qal of the way he received the transmission from 
his shaikh . ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Makki and Khalaf both use ‘an. 
Elsewhere akhbarana is used. Zainab says she received ijd^a, and 
Khalaf says he received a written copy with ija^a. Ibn Hajar 
remarks that this is a “higher” tartq than the preceding, even if 
it contains ijd^at. 

The author of Kitdb al-imta rval in tif a ft mas'ala samd‘ al-sama ‘ 2 
has two chains through which he received NasaTs Srnan . In the 
first, throughout which he uses akhbarana he says that he read 
it over to the le&tnedfaqth Abul ‘Abbas al-‘Azafi 3 (577-633) and 
heard it from him, adding that he got it from a number of others 
whom he does not name. About these unspecified people he 
merely uses ‘an, but adds the unusual word idhn an , presumably in 
place of the more usual word ijd^a. ‘AzafI got it from Hajrl 
from Abul Hasan Yunus and BitraujI from Muhammad b. Faraj 
from Yunus b. ‘Abdallah from Ibn al-Ahmar from Nasa’I. In 
their first chains of authorities Ibn Khair gives Abul Hasan 
Yunus and Ibn Hajar gives BittaujL Here the author gives both. 
He agrees with Ibn Hajar and differs from Ibn Khair in men¬ 
tioning only Muhammad b. Faraj and omitting the others 
mentioned by Ibn Khair at that stage. 

liis second chain begins with haddathana, after which ‘an is 
used each time. He got the Sunan from Abul Husain ‘Ubaidallah 
b. Ahmad b. Abul Rabi‘ al-Qurashl 4 (599-688) from the chief 
qddi Abul Qasim Ahmad b. Yazld b. BaqI 5 (d. 625) from Abul 
Hasan Shuraih b. Muhammad al-Maqqari al-Ru‘ainI 6 (451-539) 
from Abu Muhammad Ibn Hazm 7 (384-456) from Yunus b. 
‘Abdallah from Ibn al-Ahmar from Nasa’i. This chain of trans¬ 
mission is of interest because it has certain connexions with 
the first of those given by Ibn Khair. but it contains men who 
were very young when the authority they quote died. 

1 DhahabI, Tadb. iv, 128 ff. 

2 MS. No. DQII, Biblioteca National de Madrid. The first chain of 
transmission is given on £0. 42 a and the second on fo. 42 b. Cf. J.JLA.S. 
(1935), PP* 341 £> and (1949)* PP- 47 f- 

3 Makkari, Analectes , 1, 901; Takmila , no. 1120; Nail, p. 63. 

4 G.A.L. 1, 313, S. 1, 547. * Sbadbardt, v, 116 f. 

6 Sila, no. 531; Sbadbardt, iv, 122. 7 G.A.L,. 1, 400, S. 1, 692 ff. 
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MUHAMMAD B. QASIM’S TEXT 

Muhammad b. Qasim b. Muhammad b. Qasim b. Sayyar, 1 born 
on Thursday, 13th Jumada II, 263, belonged to Cordova. He 
travelled to the East in 294 and returned after four years and four 
months. During his travels he heard in different countries 
traditions from 163 men, among whom was Nasa’I whom he met 
in Egypt. He had a great store of traditions, and was considered 
to be a reliable authority. He died towards the end of 327. 

Ibn Khair got this text by four different lines of transmission. 
He received it from Abul Hasan Shuraih from Abu Muhammad 
‘Abdallah b. Isma‘il, both using the same phrase as they used in 
the transmission of Ibn al-Ahmar’s text. ‘Abdallah got it from 
Abu ‘Abdallah Muhammad b. ‘Abdallah b. Yazid al-Lakhmi al- 
Ishbili, known as Ibn al-Ahdab 2 (357-437) from Abu Muham¬ 
mad ‘Abdallah b. Muhammad b. ‘AH al-Lakhmi al-BajP (291- 
378), both using haddathani biha . Lakhml got it from Muhammad 
b. Qasim, using akhbarana biha, from Nasa’I, using c an. 

His second authority was the shaikh and qadi Abu Marwan 
‘Abd al-Malik b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Lakhmi al-Baji 4 (447-532) from 
his fathers (d. 473), his paternal uncles Abu ‘Umar Ahmad and' 
Abu ‘Abdallah Muhammad, and his cousin Abu Muhammad 
‘Abdallah b. ‘AH b. Muhammad 6 (d. 478), using haddathani bihi . 
They all got it from the faqih Abu ‘Abdallah Muhammad b. 
Ahmad b. ‘Abdallah 7 (356-433), using haddathana bihi , from his 
grandfather Abu Muhammad ‘Abdallah b. Muhammad al-Baji 
from Muhammad b. Qasim from Nasa’I. The last three links are 
connected by ( an . 

His third authority was Abu Bakr Muhammad b. Ahmad b. 
Tahir 8 (449-542), who got it from Abu ‘All Husain b. Muham¬ 
mad al-Ghassani 9 (427-98), using akhbarana bihi , from Abul ‘As! 
Hakam b. Muhammad b. Hakam al-Judhaml 10 (c. 356-447), using 
akhbarani bihi . Hakam got it by listening while it was read over 
to Abu Bakr ‘Abbas b. Asbagh al-Hijarl 11 (306-86), who got it 

1 Farad!, no. 1216; Shadbarat, n, 309. Ibn Khair’s transmission from 
Muhammad b. Qasim is on pp. 111 f. 

2 Farad!, no. 1730. In the text the name is given as Abu Muhammad b. 
‘Abdallah by mistake. 

3 DhahabL Tadh. 111, 198 £.; Farad!, no. 740. 4 $ila, no. 774. 

5 Si la, no. 788. 6 Sila , no. 622. 

7 Farad!, no. 1718. 4 8 Sila , no. 1180. 

9 Sila, no. 326; DhahabL Tadh. rv, 30 ff. 

10 Sila, no. 334. 11 Farad!, no. 883. 
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from Muhammad b. Qasim from Nasa’I. Hakam, ‘Abbas and 
Muhammad b. Qasim use akhbgrand. 

His fourth authority was Abu Muhammad Ibn ‘Attab (43 3— 
5 20) from whom he received ijd^a. Ibn ‘Attab got it from his 
father from Abu ‘Abdallah Muhammad b. Sa‘Id b. Nabat 1 (335 — 
429) from ‘Abbas b. Asba gh from Muhammad b. Qasim from 
Nasa’I. Ibn ‘Attab uses akhbarant bihi , and thereafter only ‘an is 
used. 

Ibn Khair remarks that what Muhammad b. Qasim and Ibn 
al-Ahmar heard was the same, except that Ibn al-Ahmar did not 
have Kitdb fada'il ‘Alt b. Abu Taltb wa-khasd’isuku* and Kitab al- 
isti‘adba, which were both in Muhammad b. Qasim’s copy. 2 The 
former is not part of the Sunan, and so does not concern us here, 
but the latter is the second last book. According to Ibn Khair 
Ibn al-Ahmar’s text is therefore defective; yet Ibn Hajar, who, as 
we shall see, can be very particular about stating what he actually 
received, makes no reference to any missing book in Ibn al- 
Ahmar’s text of the Sunan. 

HAMZA’S TEXT 

Hamza b. Muhammad b. ‘All b. al-‘Abbas Abul Qasim al- 
Kinanl al-MisrP was born in Egypt in 275. He heard Nasa’i first 
in 295, and set out on his travels in 305. He is credited with 
having been in the first rank for his knowledge of Tradition, 
none of his contemporaries in Egypt excelling him in this. He 
died in Dhul Hijja, 357. 

Ibn Khair got this text by two different lines of transmission. 
He received a written copy from Abu Muhammad Ibn ‘Attab 
with ijd^a. Ibn ‘Attab, using akhbarant bihd, got it from his father 
from Abu ‘Abdallah Muhammad b. Sa‘Id b. Nabat (3 3 5-429) and 
Abu TJthman SaTd b. Salama 4 (335-413), who both got it from 
the qddt Abu ‘Abdallah Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Yahya b. 
Mufrij 5 (d. 380) from Hamza from Nasa’I. Ibn ‘Attab’s father 
uses ‘an, and the others use akhbarand. 

The second line came through Abu Ja‘far Ahmad b. Muham¬ 
mad b. ‘Abd al-‘Az!z al-Lakhmi 6 (d. 5 3 3) and Abu Bakr Muham- 

1 Farad!, no. 1710; Bughyat, no. 134. 

2 But on p. 114 Ibn Khair quotes Ghassan! as saying that he got the 
former of these two by a chain leading back through ibn al-Ahmar. 

2 Dhahabu Tadb. in, 136 ff.; Suyut!, Hum, 1, 198; Sbadbarat , hi, 23 f. 
Ibn Khair’s transmission from Hamza is on pp. 112-14. 

♦ Si la, no. 480. s Bughyat, no. 14. 6 Si la, no. 174. 
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mad b. Ahmad b. Tahir al-QaisI (449-542) who, using akhbgrand, 
got it from Abu £ AlI al-Ghassanl (427-98), who got it from Abul 
Qasim Hatim b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-TarabulusI 1 
(378-469) by reading it to him from the copy (as/) of Abu 
Muhammad al-AsIlI 2 (314-92). Tarabulusi transmitted it also 
from Abul Hasan ‘All b. Muhammad b. Khalaf al-QabisI 3 (323- 
403). GhassanI uses haddathani bibi for himself and ‘an for 
Tarabulusi. QabisI got it from Hamza from Nasa’i, ‘an being 
used both times. Qabisl’s text from Hamza omitted K/tab al - 
khail. which he got from Ibn Hayawlya, and the first part of 
Kitdb al-hajj , which he got from Abu ‘AH al-Hasan b. Badr b. 
Abu Hilal and Abu ‘All al-Hasan b. Khidr al-Asyutl 4 (d. 361); 
from Nasa’I. Only ‘an is used of the transmission of these 
portions of the work. Ghassani, using akhbarani bibi , got it also 
from Abu Shakir ‘Abd al-Wahid b. Muhammad b. Mauhib 5 
(377-456), from Aslll from Hamza from Nasa’i, each using ‘an. 
This version omitted Kutub yaum wa-laila , for Aslll got this 
portion from Abul Hasan Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Abul 
Tamm am, imam of the congregational mosque in Cairo, from 
Nasa’i. A note adds that Aslll heard Hamza in 352, and Abul 
Hasan in Jumada, 3 5 3 (which Jumada it was being unspecified), 
and that QabisI heard the work along with him and had the same 
text. Ghassani. using haddathani bi-hadka ’ l-musannaj\ says that he 
got Hamza’s text by munawala from Abu ‘Umar Ahmad b. 
Muhammad b. Yahya b. al-Hadhdha’ 6 (380-467), and received 
ijds(a to transmit it from Abu ‘Umar Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr 7 (368-463). 
They, using haddathand , got it from Abu Muhammad ‘Abdallah 
b. Muhammad b. Asad al-Juhanl, who got it, using akhbgrand. 
from Hamza from Nasa’I, ‘an being used. Ibn ‘Attab also claims 
to have received the work from the same two shaikhs by ijd^a y 
using haddathani biha , by the same transmission, but JuhanI and 
Hamza both use akhbarand in his account. 

Ibn Khair says that the copy of Abu Muhammad Ibn Asad 
from Hamza contains material not transmitted from him by 
Asill. This includes four aj^d’ of Manaqib al-sahdba y one of K. al- 
nu‘ut y one of K. al-bai‘a , one of Thawab al-qur’an y one of Ta‘bir, 

1 Si la, no. 351; Shadhardt , 111, 333. 2 Dibaj , pp. 138 f. 

3 Dibaj , pp. 199 ff. 

4 Geogr. Wdrterb. 111, 182; Suyuti, Husn, 1, 210; Shadhardt. m, 39. I have 

given the name according to Ibn Khair. but elsewhere al-Khldr occurs. 

5 Sila, no. 820. 6 Si la, no. 131; Bughyat, no. 349. 

7 G.Jl.L. 1, 367 f. S. 1, 628 f. 
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and five of Tafstr . These were transmitted by the qadt Abu 
‘Abdallah Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Yahya b. Mufrij (d. 380) and 
Abul Qasim Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Yusuf al-Ma‘afiri, friends 
of Ibn Asad, from Hamza. Regarding the books mentioned 
above, bat*a occurs in the Sunan , Mandqib al-sahaba is a separate 
work, and the others may have belonged to Al-sunan al-kubrd . 

Ibn Khair says that he found the books Imdn and Sulh in the 
handwriting of Abu Muhammad Ibn Yarbu* 1 (444-522). The 
former is transmitted by Ghassani from Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr from 
Abul Qasim Ahmad b. Fath 2 (319-403) from Hamza from 
Nasa’I, ‘ an being used throughout, except that Ibn Yarbu‘ says, 
“Abu ‘All said to me,” Ghassani transmitted it also from Abu 
Marwan ‘Abd al-Malik b. Ziyadat Allah al-TamlmP (396-457), 
‘an being used, who read it over in Ramadan, 449 to Abu Ishaq 
Ibrahim b. Sa‘Id b. ‘Abdallah al-Habbal 4 (391-482), who got it 
from Abul Faraj Muhammad b. ‘Umar b. Muhammad b. 
Ibrahim al-Sadafi, who read it over to Hamza in Rajab, 354. 
Nasa’I is said to have read over the text to Hamza. Akhbarana is 
used throughout. Ibn Khair also received ija^a from Abu 
Muhammad Ibn ‘Attab who got it from Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr by the 
isndd already given. He received this book also from Abu Bakr 
Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Tahir from Ghassani by the isnads 
already given. The transmission of Sulh does not come through 
Hamza, so far as the copy of Ibn Yarbu‘ is concerned; but Ibn 
Khair got ijd^a for it from Ibn ‘Attab in the same way as he 
received Imaiu. He adds that Ibn Yarbu‘ wrote that Ghassani 
said these two books belonged to the Mujtabd and not to the 
Musannaf, i.e. Al-sunan al-kubrd . 

IBN HAYAWlYA’S TEXT 

Abul Hasan Muhammad b. ‘Abdallah b. Zakarlya b. Hayawlya 
al-Naisaburl al-MisrP was an authority on legal matters who be¬ 
longed to the Shafi‘i school. He travelled to Egypt with his 
paternal uncle, Yahya b. Zakarlya al-A‘raj 6 (d. 307), and made his 
home there. He was bom in 273. Suyuti, the only author I have 

1 Muhammad b. Muhammad Makhluf, Shajarat al-nur al-%akiya (Cairo, 
i $49), no. 381. 

2 Sila , no. 41. 3 Sila, no. 769. 

< Dhahabi. Tadh. m, 36off.; SuyutI, Husn y 1, 200; Shadharat , in, 366. 

s -SuyutI, Husn, 1, 226 f.; Shadharat, 11, 251. Ibn Khair’s transmission is 
on p. 115, and Ibn Hajar’s on fo. 8a. 

6 Shadharat , n, 251 f. 


50 



THE TRANSMISSION OF NASA’i’s ‘sUNAN’ 

found who mentions the date of his death, gives it as 306 which 
is quite impossible. The explanation probably is that the decade 
has been omitted. 

Ibn Khair got Ibn Hayawlya’s text of the Musannaj from Abu 
Bahr Sufvan b. al-‘Asi al-Asadi 1 (440-520), receiving ija^a for as 
much as he gave him in writing. Sufyan got it from Abu 
‘Abdallah Muhammad b. Sa‘dun al-QarawI 2 (d. 485) by reading 
it over to him in Ramadan, 475. Qarawi got it from Abul Hasan 
‘All b. Munir al-Khallal 3 (d. 439) in his house in Al-Qalus in 
Egypt in. 43 5, from Ibn Hayawiya from Nasa’i. After Ibn Khair 
akhbarand is used throughout the isnad. 

Ibn Hajar says he received a number of afcd’ of this text, among 
which he mentions two particularly. He says that he got the 
second ju%\ beginning with Kitab al-tabara, , by reading it over in 
Mina 4 to the qadt of Tlba Abu Bakr b. Abu ‘Abdallah al-Husain 
b. ‘Umar b. Muhammad b. Yunus al-Maraghl al-Misrl 5 (728- 
Si 6) who settled in Medina. He got it from Abu Muhammad 
‘Abd al-Qadir b. Abu Bakr b. al-Mu‘azzam ‘Isa 6 (642-737) from 
Abu ‘Abdallah Muhammad b. Isma‘il Ibn Abul Fath al-Mirdawi 7 
(566-656) from Abul Qasim Hibatallah b. ‘All b. Su‘ud al- 
Buslrl 8 (506-92) from Abu Sadiq Murshid b. Yahya al-Madlnl 9 
(d. 517) from Abul Hasan Muhammad b. al-Husain al-Naisaburi 10 
(359-448) from Ibn Hayawiya from Nasa’I, akhbarand being used 
throughout. 

He also got Kitab al-jurrfa by reading it over to the imam and 
musnid Abu Muhammad Ibrahim b. Dawud b. ‘Abdallah al- 
Amidi al-Dimashql 11 (d. 797), who settled in Cairo. He got it 
from Isma‘il b. Ibrahim al-Tiflisi 12 (657-746) and Ahmad b. 
Kashta gh di 13 (663-744), hearing it from them, from Mu‘in al- 

1 Sila , no. 522. 2 Sila, no. 1206. 

3 SuyutI, Hum, 1, 211 f.; Sbadbarat , m, 262. 

♦ A note in the margin says it was on Monday, 12th Dhul Hijja, 800, in 
his lodging at Mina during the Pilgrimage. Tabdra is the first book in Al~ 
sunan al-sughrd. 

s Shadbarat . vn. 120. 

6 ‘Abd al-Qadir b. abul Wafa’, Al-jan>dbir al-mu&'a, 1, no. 870. A note 
in the margin says it was in Rabi‘ 1, 734. 

7 Sbadbarat, v, 283. 8 Geogr. Wortcrb. 1, 760; SuyutI, Hum , 1, 213. 

9 SuyutI, Hum, i, 212; Sbadbarat, IV, 57. 

Hum, 1, 212; Sbadbarat . m, 278. 11 Durar , 1, no. 61. 

12 Durar , I, no. 907. 

12 Durar, I, no. 608; Jawabir, 1, no. 170. Jawdbir has Kas‘andL In the MS. 
the dots are omitted, but the letters are clear and suit the form Kashtaghdi 
given in Durar. 
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Din Ahmad b. ‘All b. Yusuf al-Dimashql 1 (586-670) from Buslrl 
from Murshid from Naisaburi from Ibn Hayawlya from Nasa’i, 
akhbarana being used throughout. Ibn Hajar adds that these two 
are the “highest” isnads by a connected chain which he has 
received from Nasa’i; but one wonders whether such a chain of 
authorities can be really fully connected. The only circumstance 
which could justify Murshid’s quotation of his authority would 
be if he had been a man of ninety or over when he died. 

IBN AL-MUHANDIS’S TEXT 

Ibn Khair gives the name as Abu Bakr Ahmad b. Muhammad b. 
Isma‘Il al-Muhandis. Ibn Hajar calls him Abu Bakr Ahmad b. 
Muhammad Ibn al-Muhandis. Ibn al-Tmad differs from Ibn 
Khair only by calling him Ibn al-Muhandis. It is probable that 
Ibn Khair has omitted the “Ibn” by an oversight. Ibn al- 
Muhandis had a reputation as a pious and authoritative tradi- 
tionist who lived in Egypt, and died in 385. He seems to have 
died rather late to have made it possible for him to transmit 
traditions from Nasa’i, and the notices of him which I have dis¬ 
covered make no mention of any such transmission, but Ibn 
Hajar mentions him among the transmitters; although he did not 
himself receive transmission of Nasa’I’s work coming through 
him. Unfortunately the date of his birth is not mentioned. 
Suyuti calls him Abu Bakr Ibn al-Muhtadl billah. Otherwise the 
name is identical with that given by Ibn Khair and Ibn al-Tmad, 
so Suyuti may have made a mistake. He is said to have trans¬ 
mitted from Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Bahili (d. 314) and 
others of his generation, so it is conceivable, if he died a very old 
man, that he could have met Nasa’i. 2 

Ibn Khair gives one line of transmission through Ibn al- 
Muhandis. He received the Sunan by ija^a from Abu Muham¬ 
mad Ibn ‘Attab, who, using akhbaram bihi , got from Abu 
‘Abdallah Muhammad b. ‘Abdallah b. ‘Abid al-Ma‘afiri 3 (353- 
439) what he wrote for him in his own handwriting. Ma‘afm, 
using haddathani bihi y got it from Ibn al-Muhandis in Egypt from 
Nasa’i, ‘an being used. Ibn Khair adds that this, praise be to 
Allah, is a very “high” isnad . 

1 Husn y 1, 216; Shadharat . v, 531. 

2 Hum, 1, 210; ShadbaratyVn. , 113. Ibn Khair. p. 115. 

3 Dtbajy pp. 330 f.; Shadharat . in, 263. 
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IBN AL-SUNNl’S TEXT 

Al^mad b. Muhammad b. Ishaq Ibn al-Sunni Abu Bakr al- 
Din a war! 1 was a jaqth of the Shafil school. He was a great 
traveller, and heard traditions in different countries. Both 
DhahabI and Subkl say it was he who made the abridgement of 
the Smart known as Al-mujtaba. He died at the end of 364, aged 
over eighty. An interesting detail about him is given by his 
grandson, Abu Zur‘a Rauh b. Muhammad, who quoted his 
paternal uncle, ‘All b. Ahmad b. Muhammad, as saying that when 
Ibn al-Sunnl copied out a tradition, he placed his pen in a holder, 
raised his hands, and supplicated Allah. 

Ibn Hajar received portions of this text. He says that he read 
over Kitab al-Sman to Abu Ishaq Ibrahim b. Ahmad b. ‘Abd al- 
Wahid al-Tanukhi 2 (709-800). From here onwards akhbarana is 
used. Tanukhi said that he got from Haid y 9 to Wasaya , which is 
about two-thirds of the work, from Abul Sabr Ayyub b. Na‘ma 
al-Nabulsi al-Dahhak 3 (c. 640-730), hearing it from him. He said 
that he got this amount from Abu ‘Amr ‘Uthman b. ‘All, known 
as the khatib ofAl-Qurafa 4 (572-656) and Ismail b. Ahmad al- 
Traqi, 5 it being read to them while he was listening. They got a 
written copy with ijd^a from the hdfi^ Abu Tahir Ahmad b. 
Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Silafi 6 (472-576 or 578). ‘Iraqi got it 
also from Abul Fath ‘Abdallah b. Ahmad al-Kharaqi 7 (490-5 79), 
Ahmad b. Abu Mansur, 8 Abul Mahasin Muhammad b. ‘Abd al- 
Khaliq al-Jauhari, ‘Abd al-Razzaq b. Isma‘il al-Qumisani, 9 and 
his cousin Abu Said al-Mutahhar b. ‘Abd al-Karim, again re¬ 
ceiving a written copy with ija^a. They all got it from Abu 

1 Geogr. Worterb. n, 945; DhahabI. Tadh. 111, 142 f.; Sam'anI, Ansdb , 
fo. 515a. Ibn Hajar gives the transmission on fo. 7a. 

* Durar , 1, no. 14. 3 Shadhardt , vi, 93. 

4 Shadhardt t v, 278. Both Shadhardt and H. 5, p. 46, have “son of the 
khatib of al-Qurafa”, so “ibn” is probably omitted in the MS. by an over¬ 
sight. 

s Shadhardt , v, 255, gives this man, saying he died in Jumada I, 652, and 
that his father was a well-known faqth in Damascus who received ija^a from 
Silafi and others. It would therefore seem that the ija%a relating to the 
written copy was granted to the son as well as the father. For such a practice, 
cf. Ibn al-Salah, *Ulum , p. 156. 

6 G.A.L., S. 1, 624. Usually Abul Tahir. 

7 Shadhardt , rv, 266. 

8 Probably an error for Ahmad b. Mansur who died after 586. See 
Subkl, iv, 56. 

9 H. 1, p. 10 gives the nisba as Qumisl. 
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Muhammad ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Hamd al-Dunl 1 (d. 501), hearing 
it from him. KharaqI said that this excluded the books Ashriba , 
Said, Muharaba , Qada\ Baia, and lsti‘adha , for which only ijaya 
was received. 

Tanukhi said that he got the last three aj^d\ i.e. from Zina , 82 
to the end of the work, from Ahmad b. Abu Talib b. al-Shihna 2 
(623-730) who got them by ija^a from Abu Talib ‘Abd al-Latif b. 
Muhammad b. ‘All b. al-Qubaitl. Ibn Hajar also got approxi¬ 
mately the last third, i.e. from Al-aiman wal-nudhur , 18 to the end 
of the work, from Abu Ishaq Ibrahim b. Muhammad b. Sadlq al- 
Dimashql 3 (721-806), hearing it from him in the mosque in 
Mecca, from Majd al-Din Muhammad b. ‘Umar b. Muhammad 
b. al-‘Imad 4 (637 or 638-726) who got it by ijd^a from ‘Abd al- 
Latif from Abu Zur‘a Tahir b. Muhammad b. Tahir al-MaqdisI s 
(481-566) from Duni from Abu Nasr Ahmad b. al-Husain al- 
Kassar 6 (d. 380 or 385) from Ibn al-Sunnl from Nasa’I. Akbba- 
rana is used throughout, except that Majd al-Din uses ‘an. The 
portions mentioned do not cover the whole book. Haid is the 
third kitab in the Sunan, so the portion before Haid, 9 is not 
accounted for. Wasayd is the thirtieth and Aiman the thirty- 
fifth, so there is another portion unaccounted for. 

Ibn Hajar also heard portions of this text from Abul ‘Abbas 
Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Muhammad b. Zakariya al-Qudsi, 
known as Al-Suwaida’i 7 (d. 804), and from Shams al-Din Muham¬ 
mad b. ‘Ali b. Salah al-Hariri 8 (d. 797), but the different sections 
which were received at different stages in the chains of authorities 
make it too complicated to be usefully included here. It is suffi¬ 
cient to say that the material is traced back through either Abu 
Zur‘a or Silafi, who have been mentioned above. This means that 
Ibn al-Sunnl’s text comes through Duni in either case. 

Five works published together (here referred to for con¬ 
venience by the symbols H. 1-5 ) 9 give a number of similar trans- 

1 Sbadharat , iv, 5. Hamd would appear to be the correct form. Shadharat , 
loc. cit . gives Muhammad, but a note says that the original had Hamd. 
H. 1, 10 f., H. 3, p. 7, and H. 5, pp. 45 f., have Ahmad, but H. 2, p. 17, has 
Hamd. Ibn Hajar has Hamd. 

2 Sbadharat , VI, 93. 3 Shadharat . VI, 54 f. 

4 Durar , rv, no. 310. 

5 Geogr. Worterb. 1, 476, n, 114, m, 633; Shadharat . iv, 217. 

6 Subkl, n, 83; Shadharat , 111, 96. 7 Shadharat , vii, 41. 

8 Durar, iv, no. 189. 

9 Al-amam lidqa^ al-himam , by Ibrahim b. Hasan b. Shihab al-Din al- 
Kurdl al-Kuranl (1025-1102) (H. 1); Bughyat al-tdlibtn , by Ahmad al-Nakhll 
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missions. H. i has a chain of authorities traced back to Ibn 
Ha jar’s shaikh Tanukhi for an unspecified portion of the work. 
Tanukhi heard it from Ayyub b. Na'ma from Isma’ll b. Ahmad 
al-‘Iraqi from c Abd al-Razzaq al-Qumisi from Duni from Kassar 
from Ibn al-Sunni from Nasa’i. This agrees with part of Ibn 
Hajar’s chain, alternatives being omitted where Ibn Hajar quotes 
more than one man. Ayyub uses haddathana , ‘Iraqi uses *an> and 
thereafter akhharand is used. 

H. i also gives an isnad coming through Muhyi al-Din Ibn al- 
‘Arabi 1 (560-638) from SilafI—Duni—Kassar—Ibn al-Sunni— 
Nasa’i, only l an being used. Apart from Muhyi al-Din, this 
agrees with Ibn Hajar. 

H. 2 gives a chain of authorities through whom the whole of 
Al-Sunan al-sughra was received. It goes back through Zain al- 
Din Ridwan b. Muhammad 2 (769-852) who received ija^a by 
word of mouth for the whole of it from Tanukhi. who heard the 
whole of it from Abul ‘Abbas Ahmad b. Abu Talib al-Hajjar 3 
(623-720),. who received ija^a from ‘Abd al-Latif who heard the 
whole of it from Abu Zur‘a who heard it from Duni. The chain 
then continues to Nasa’i as above, Duni, Kassar and Ibn al- 
Sunni all using akhharand. This agrees with one of Ibn Hajar’s 
lines, but whereas more than one reference is here made to the 
whole work being received, he makes certain exceptions. 

H. 3 also specifies Al-sunan al-sughra with the chain from 
Ridwan to Nasa’i, but he uses 'an throughout and does not 
mention any of the details just given. Elsewhere he gives the 
same chain as in H. 1 from Muhyi al-Din, using only 1 an. Here he 
speaks simply of Sunan al-Nasa’t. 

The author of H. 4 transmits Al-sunan al-sughra and Al-sunan 
al-kuhra,\ by reading over the former from beginning to end to his 
shaikh and receiving ijd%a for the latter. He traces it back through 
‘Umar b. Hasan al-Maraghi 4 (680 or 682-778) from ‘Ali b. 
Ahmad al-Maqdisi s (617-99) from Diya’ al-Din Muhammad b. 
‘Abd al-Wahid al-Maqdisi 6 (569-643) from ‘Abd al-Ghani b. 

al-Makkl (d. 1130) (H. 2); K. al-imdad bi-marifat ‘ulurv al-isndd , by ‘Abdallah 
b. Salim al-Basrl al-Makkl (d. 1135) (H. 3); Qatf al-thamar y by Salih b. 
Muhammad b. Nuh al-‘UmarI al-Fullanl (d. 1218) (H. 4); Ithaf al-akabir bi- 
isnad al-dafatir , by Muhammad b. ‘All al-Shaukan! (1172-125 5) (H. 5). I 
omit details in these transmissions going beyond the period of Ibn Hajar. 

1 G.A.L. 1, 441 ff., S. 1, 790 ff. 

1 Shadhardt , vn, 274 f. 3 Shadbardt , vi, 93. 

* Shadhardt , VI, 258. 5 Shadhardt, v, 451. 

6 DhahabI, Tadh. rv> 190 ff.; Shadhardt , v, 224 ff. 

56 



THE TRANSMISSION OF NASA’i’s ‘SUNAN* 

‘Abd al-Wahid 1 (541-600). Up to this point only ‘ an is used. 
‘Abd al-Ghani got it from KharaqI by reading it over to him, 
from Dun! by his chain to Nasa’I. From ‘Abd al-Ghani to Ibn 
al-Sunni akhbarand is used each time. This chain from KharaqI 
onwards agrees with one of Ibn Hajar’s. 

He also got Al-sunan al-sughrd from beginning to end at the 
Prophet’s tomb during twenty-seven sittings between the after¬ 
noon and sunset prayer in Ramadan, reading it over to his 
shaikh Muhammad Sa‘Id Safar; and he read it from the beginning 
to Kitab al-hajj to the shaikh Muhammad b. Muhammad b. 
‘Abdallah. Both of them trace their isndd back through Ridwan 
from Tanukhl. He also transmits it through Ibn Hajar from 
Tanukhi from Ahmad b. Abu Talib, from ‘Abd al-Latif from 
Abu Zur‘a, and so on to Nasa’I. Only ‘ an is used. He claims to 
have received the whole book from one of his shaikhs , but Ibn 
Hajar, when he uses this chain of authority makes certain ex¬ 
ceptions. 

H. 5 has chains through Ridwan and Ibn Hajar from Tanukhl. 
and through Mara ghi from Ahmad b. Abu Talib, which have 
been given already. He has another coming through ‘All b. 
‘Abd al-Rahman al-HamawI from Ayyub b. Ahmad 2 from 
‘Uthman b. ‘All, son of the khattb of Al-Qurafa, from Silafi, and 
so to Nasa’L In these chains he uses only ‘an . 3 

GENERAL REMARKS 

Although the chains of transmission are given with such detail, 
there are a number of places where one may reasonably doubt the 
quality of the information. Shuraih b. Muhammad 4 was only 
five years old when Ibn Hazm whom he claims as his authority 
died; and so was Ibrahim b. Muhammad al-Dimashqis when his 
authority, Majd al-Din Muhammad, died. Mu‘In al-Dln Ahmad 6 
was six when Busiri, his authority, died. Ahma d b. Kashta gh dl 7 
was seven, ‘Abd al-Rahman b. MakkI 8 eight, Abu Bakr al- 

1 Husn, 1, 200; Shadharat , iv, 345. 

2 This is probably an error for Ayyub b. Na‘ma, the name given by Ibn 
Hajar (see p. 54). H. 5 calls him Kahhal. This is also used of Ayyub b. 
Na‘ma in Shadharat , vi, 93. 

3 The transmission from NasaT in H. 1-5 occurs as follows: H. 1 on 
pp. 10 f.; H. 2 on pp. 16 f.; H. 3 on pp. 7 and 50; H. 4 on pp. 21 f.; H..j on 

pp. 45 f- 

4 See p. 44 above. 5 See p. 5 5 above. 6 See pp. 5 2 f. above. 

7 See p. 52 above. 8 See pp. 43 f. above. 
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Maraghi 1 nine, and Busiri 2 eleven when their authorities died. 
Somewhat different are the cases of Abu e Amr ‘Uthman, 3 who 
was four or six when his authority died, Ibn ‘Attab 4 who was six 
when his died, and Zainab 5 who was eight when hers died, for 
Abu ‘Amr received a written copy with ija^a y Ibn ‘Attab received 
a written copy, and Zainab is said to have received only ija^a. 
While this is not the best form of transmission, it is recognized 
as being quite admissible. Other rather youthful transmitters 
were TiflisI 6 who was thirteen, ‘Abdallah b. Isma‘il, 7 ‘Azafi, 8 and 
Abu Muhammad ‘Abd al-Qadir 9 who were fourteen, and Abu 
Shakir ‘Abd al-Wahid 10 who was fifteen when their authorities 
died. One cannot fail to have doubts about the transmission of 
Abul Qasim Ahmad 11 (d. 625) from Shuraih (d. 539), and to a less 
degree of Murshid 12 (d. 517) from Abul Hasan Muhammad (d. 
448). Reference has already been made to Ibn al-Muhandis. At the 
other extreme Ibn Hajar gives in one of his chains Abu ‘Amr ‘Uth¬ 
man 13 (630-713) whose authority is a contemporary, Abu Ja‘far 
Ahmad (628-708), which, though unusual, is perfectly possible. 

There are two instances where the transmission is quite im¬ 
possible. Ibn Khair says that Abul Hasan Yunus (447-532) 
transmitted the Sun an from four men, one of whom was Abu 
‘Abdallah Ziyad 15 (347-430). The only suggestions which can be 
made are that either Ibn Bashkuwal has made an error in the 
dates he gives, or that an error has crept into Ibn Khair’s text. 
The other matter is much more serious, as it is repeated fre¬ 
quently. Ibn al-Sunnl’s text is transmitted through Duni 15 (d. 5 01) 
from Kassar who died in 385 according to Subki, or in 380 
according to Ibn al-Tmad. He would need to have been very 
long-lived for this to be possible. Yet Ibn Hajar and H. 1-5 give 
this transmission without any hesitation. The explanation may be 
that Ibn Hajar, or a copyist, has inadvertently omitted a link and 
that the others have followed this uncritically. 16 But this is a 
serious defect, especially when one considers Ibn Ha jar’s care¬ 
fulness to state what portions were transmitted. It is common 

1 See p. 5 2 above. 2 See p. 5 2 above. 3 See p. 5 4 above. 

4 See p. 5 3 above. 5 See p. 45 above. 6 See p. 5 2 above. 

7 See p. 42 above. 8 See p. 44 above. * See p. 52 above. 

10 See p. 49 above. 11 See p. 44 above. 12 See p. 52 above. 

13 See p. 43 above. 14 See p. 42 above. *5 See pp. 53-7. 

16 Dhahabi says in Tadh. n, 243, that he heard the whole of Al-mujtaba 
min al-sunan by the tariq of Abu Zur‘a al-MaqdisI. As Abu Zur‘a was one 
of those who transmitted the text from Duni, it is a pity that Dhahabi does 
not give any details of the transmission. 
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for transmitters to like a “high” isrnd, by which there are as few 
links as possible in the chain, but this feature of the transmission 
of Ibn al-Sunni’s text is altogether too “high”. 

There are some references to portions of the work being 
transmitted by others than the six from whom there are full 
transmissions. Al-Hasan b. Badr and al-Hasan b. Khidr got a 
small portion from Nasa’1. 1 Ibn Khair received Kitdb al-sulh 2 by 
a line through Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr from Khalaf b. Qasim from Abul 
Hasan Ahmad b. Muhammad b. ‘Uthman b. ‘Abd al-Wahhab b. 
‘Arafa b. Abul Tammam, the imam in the congregational mosque 
in Cairo, from Nasa’L As these are very partial transmissions, I 
have not included them in the tables. Dhahabi mentions al-Hasan 
b. al-Khidr al-Suyutl among transmitters from Nasa’i. Another 
matter which I have not included in the tables is the reference 
to QabisI, who transmits from Hamza, receiving K. al-khail from 
Ibn Hayawiya and not from Hamza. 3 

1 See p. 49 above. 2 See p. 50 above. 2 See p. 49 above. 
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